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COURSE DESCRIPTION

PLANT PATHOLOGY 455 & INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 455


        “BIOTERRORISM: AN OVERVIEW”




WINTER QUARTER 2006

This course provides a broad introduction and awareness of the threat of bioterrorism to national and global security. Following an introduction to historic events and government agencies involved in bioterrorism, the course focuses on the impact of bioterrorism on our food supply, animal/ livestock, and public health.

Instructors:
C. R. Curtis, Course Facilitator, Plant Pathology, 246 Kottman Hall, 614-292-4854,office hours by appointment, email  curtis.6@osu.edu  FAX: 614-292-4455


Lecturers:
Michael J.  Boehm, Plant Pathology

Jeffrey Lewis, International Studies

Mo Saif, Veterinary and Preventive Medicine/OARDC

Jeffrey Lejeune Veterinary and Preventive Medicine/OARDC




Randi Love, School of Public Health

Graduate Teaching Associate: To be determined

Required Textbook: Guillemin, Jeanne. 2005. Biological Weapons: From the Invention of State-Sponsored Programs to Contemporary Bioterrorism. Columbia University Press, New York, 258 pp.


Reading List: Sessions 1 to 4, Chapters 1,2 and 3




  Sessions 5 to 8, Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8




  Sessions 19 to 20, Chapters 9 and 10 

Credit:  5 credit hours

Prerequisite: Junior or Senior standing

Course Structure: Two 2-hour 18 minute lecture/discussion periods

Course Objectives: Upon completion of the course, students should be able to:

1. Outline the broad history of bioterrorism and how it differs from other types of          warfare.

2. Describe Homeland Security and other related government programs to combat bioterrorism.

3. Demonstrate a working knowledge of the vulnerability of soft targets in     agriculture such as food crops, animals and livestock and public health.

4. Describe the current organized initiatives to combat bioterrorism.

5. Advise students on career and employment opportunities in Homeland     Security

6. Discuss the importance of bioterrorism in national and global security

Grading:  Final grades will be based upon points accumulated as follows:


Midterm Exam
100 points  (One midterm)


Quizzes

  25 points  (5 short in-class quizzes)


Issue Papers (3)
150 points  (Each paper 50 points)

Participation

  25 points  (Class participation based on attendance, 





         attitude, cooperation with group and    





         participation in class discussions)



Final Exam

100 points  (One final)


TOTAL

400 points

Total points accumulated will be used as the basis for the final course grade as follows: (some percentages approximate)

93%-100%
(372-400 points)
=
A

90%-92%
(360-371 points)
=
A-

87%-89%
(348-359 points)
=
B+

83%-86%
(332-346 points)
=
B

80%-82%
(320-331 points)
=
B-

77%-79%
(308-319 points)
=
C+

73%-76%
(292-307 points)
=
C

70%-72%
(280-291 points)
=
C-

67%-69%
(268-279 points) 
=
D+

60%-66%
(240-267 points)
=
D

<60%

(< 240     points)
=
E

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall., 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Academic Misconduct:

Academic misconduct of any kind will not be tolerated. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). All suspected cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the University Committee on Academic Misconduct. For this course, potential academic misconduct issues arise for examinations and quizzes, as discussed below:

Examinations and Quizzes: Copying answers from another student or using unauthorized notes will be considered as academic misconduct.

